Тема 16 THE VERB: THE FUTURE TENSES
There are different ways of expressing future actions. The meaning of futurity is often associated with various other modal meanings, such as intention, willingness, readiness, obligation, assurance, expectation and the like. That explains why English is rich in means of referring an action to the future. 

The Simple Future Tense
Table 1
	Affirmative
	Interrogative
	Negative

	I will (‘ll) work
	will I work?
	I will not (won’t) work

	you will (‘ll) work
	will you work?
	you will not (won’t) work

	he/she/it will (‘ll) work
	will he/she/it work?
	he/she/it will not (won’t) work

	we will (‘ll) work
	will we work?
	we will not (won’t) work

	they will (‘ll) work
	will they work?
	they will not (won’t) work


Formation

The formation: (shall)/will+ infinitive without to.

Use:

The simple future is not only used for giving information about the future, but it is also common in offers, promises, orders and similar kinds of ‘interpersonal’ language use.

Future actions or states

1 We use the simple future when we decide to do something at the time of speaking:

Oh, I’ve left the door open. I’ll go and shut it.

“What would you like to drink?” “I’ll have an orange juice, please.”

“Did you phone Ruth?” “Oh no, I forgot. I’ll phone her now.”

I like it. I’ll buy it.

But: Well, we’ve agreed on a price, and I’m going to buy it.

We’ll be there in five days.

2 It may show a succession of actions in the future:

I’ll finish it and then we’ll go for a walk.

3 The simple future is used to give (or to ask) information about the future, in case where there is no reason to use a present continuous or ‘be going to’:

All the family will be at the wedding.

We shall need the money on the 15th.

It’ll be spring soon.

Predictions

4 We often use the simple future in predictions of future events- to say what we think (don’t think), guess or calculate will happen:

Who do you think will win on Saturday?

Tomorrow will be warm, with some clouds in the afternoon.

You’ll never get that job.

Compare: Don’t lend him your car. He is a terrible driver he’ll crash it. (the speaker’s knowledge)

Look out – we are going to crash. (there is outside evidence)

Sometimes there is no much difference between the simple future and going to:

I think the weather will be nice later.

I think the weather is going to be nice later.

5 We often use will in these situations:

a) offering to do something:

You can’t do that work alone. I’ll help you with it.

“The telephone is ringing.” “I’ll get it.”

b) agreeing to do something: – 

– Will you dine with me tomorrow?

– I will if you don’t change your mind till tomorrow.

c) asking somebody to do something

Will you open the window, please? It’s hot in here.

6 will not or won’t is used to refuse, or to talk about refusals:

I don’t care what you say, I won’t do it.

The car won’t start.

7 will/won’t can be used emphatically to tell someone of the speaker’s intention or to forbid an action in response to a will expression:

– I’ll take the money, anyway!

– You won’t!

– I will!

Shall …? I/shall we …? will you …?

8 shall …? I/shall we…? are used to ask somebody’s opinion (especially in offers and suggestions):

What time shall we come and see you?

Shall we go out for a meal?

Where shall we go this evening?

Let’s go to the cinema, shall we?

will you …? is used to give instructions and orders:

Will you be quiet, please?

Will you get me a newspaper when you go out?

Compare: Shall I shut the window? (Do you want me to shut it?).

Will you shut the window? (I want you to shut it).

The Future Continuous Tense
Table 2
	Affirmative
	Interrogative
	Negative

	I will (‘ll) be working
	will I be working?
	I will not (won’t) be working

	you will be working
	will you be working?
	you will not (won’t) be working

	he/she/it will be working
	will he/she/it be working?
	he/she/it will not (won’t) be working

	we will be working
	will we be working?
	we will not (won’t) be working

	they will be working
	will they be working?
	they will not (won’t) be working


Formation:

The future continuous is built up by means of shall/will be + participle I.

Use:

Event which will be happening at a future point

1 The future continuous describes an event which will be happening at a future point:

This time next week I’ll be lying on a beach or swimming in the sea.

Events which are expected to happen

2 It is used to refer to future events which are decided, or which are expected to happen in the normal course of events. It doesn’t suggest the idea of personal intention:

I’ll be seeing her this evening, so I’ll tell her then.

Professor Baxter will be giving another lecture on Roman glass-making at the same time next week.

3 This tense can be used to “predict’ the present – to say what we think or guess is happening now:

Don’t phone them now – they’ll be having lunch. 
Polite enquiries

4 The future continuous is used to make polite enquiries about people’s plans:

Compare: Will you stay in this evening? (it shows request or order)

Will you be staying in this evening? (the speaker simply wants to know your plans)

Are you going to stay in this evening? (pressing for a decision)

5 Continuous form with be going to is also possible:

I’m going to be working all day tomorrow, so I won’t have time to shop.

The Future Perfect Tense 
Formation:

The future perfect is formed by means of 

will have + participle II.

Use:

Event completed/achieved by a certain time in the future

1 The future perfect is used to say that something will have been completed or achieved by a certain time in the future:

By next Christmas we’ll have been here for eight years.

The builders say they’ll have finished the roof by Tuesday.

Predicting the present

2 We can also use the future perfect tense to “predict the present” – to say what we think or guess has probably happened:

It’s no use phoning – he’ll have left by now. 

The Future Perfect Continuous Tense
Formation:

The future perfect continuous is built by means of will have been +     participle I.

Use:

The future perfect continuous form can be used if we want to emphasize the continuity of a future achievement. We often use the future perfect continuous with verbs like learn, lie, live, rain, sit, wait, work etc. which naturally suggest continuity:

By the end of the month, I’ll have been working for this firm for a year.

They will have been traveling for a month on Friday.

The Future in the past

In English there are special forms to express future actions if they are viewed from some moment in the past. (The Simple Future, the Future Continuous in the Past, the Future perfect in the Past, the Future Perfect Continuous in the Past). In addition to the Future in the Past there are other means of expressing actions which are future from the point of view of the past:

She said she would be ready in a few minutes.

We knew he would be playing billiards in the club that evening.

He told them not to worry because they would have hidden everything before the police came.

John said that by the end of the year he would have been working for fifteen years for that company.

He didn’t knew that her plane flew at 9 p. m.

Alan and Jane were glad because they were leaving for Paris the next week.

Everybody was excited to hear the news. They were going to tell Dave about it when he returned home.

He was about to close the door when the phone rang.

